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GENERAL EDUCATION SELF-STUDY TASK FORCE 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 28, 2017  

8:00 AM   • 1607 MHRA 

 

PRESENT: Chuck Bolton, Chair, General Education Self-Study Task Force; Frances Bottenberg, 
Jenny Dale, Alice Haddy, Lauren Haldeman, Jonathan Jackson, Jacoba Leiper, Jodi Pettazzoni, 
Dana Saunders, and Sunny Spillane. 

 

Chuck Bolton called meeting to order and suggested adjusting notifications in Canvas.  
September 14, 2017 minutes approved, please do not share minutes until they are approved. 

Lisa and Alice have posted summaries from the AGLS Conference in Canvas.  Alice reiterated 
our timeline is really pretty minimal for any kind of substantial change.  Part of the reason for 
this is getting people on board with the changes.  Any type of substantial change is a four or 
five-year process at other schools.  A lot of schools have some kind of Director of General 
Education or Undergraduate Studies to oversee their General Education Programs.  UNCG has 
no clear oversight other than the General Education Council (with rolling membership).  Our 
presentation of our General Education requirements is poorly presented on our website 
compared to other institutions, this could be part of our recommendations.   

After speaking with Dean Specht at Appalachian State, there are some concerns.  Chuck met 
with Provost Dunn to discuss these.  The April 1 date is not a drop dead date, but Provost 
Dunn would like to keep April 1 as a goal.  Provost Dunn suggested the possibility of some 
type of phased implementation/roll out.  This is an ongoing process, not all recommendations 
need to be in this report.  SACSCOC does require that all general education revisions be 
approved by the Board of Trustees, a full proposal for Fall 2019 would have to be submitted to 
SACSCOC by January 1, 2019. 

Alice advised a lot of these programs are implementing a multi-year process to revised their 
programs, Virginia Tech is an example. 
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Chuck briefed the committee on his meeting with Provost Dunn.  The UNC system has been 
invited to possibly participate in system-wide math grant project.  The Mathematics & 
Statistics Department is prepared to submit a proposal if an invitation is forthcoming.  There 
are two initiatives, one is to create multiple pathways to satisfy math requirements in the 
general education program and the second is having the math/quantitative reasoning 
requirement as a foundational requirement.  If UNCG participates in the math program, we 
could bring in a speaker to highlight this. 

The system is looking at standardizing the number of hours toward degree at 120, UNCG is at 
122.  A suggestion was made to look at the possibility of reducing our General Education 
hours to a number divisible by 3.  We currently require 36 – 37 hours.  Discussion followed 
concerning lab hours, SACSCOC requires 30 credit hours in a General Education program.   

Is the Task Force doing enough in terms of trying to reach everyone?  Discussion followed, the 
Provost will invite Chuck to speak with the Deans.  A second forum following the Faculty 
Senate Forum is needed.  Provost Dunn suggested planning a charrette in the spring, possibly 
on a Saturday.  Articles in Campus Weekly would be helpful.  Chuck has contacted UTLC to 
request funding for focus group refreshments and to John Willse for assistance with 
transcription.   

The advisor group has scheduled discussion sessions and invited faculty advisors; other 
invitations will go out next week.   They have also posted possible questions in Canvas, please 
provide feedback if possible.  Discussion concerning recording these sessions.  The meeting 
dates/times will be posted in Canvas.  Lynn can help with the invitations, if needed.  Kobie 
announced these discussion groups to Nursing faculty and suggested members of this 
committee advertise these discussions. 

Sunny advised they have identified faculty willing to participate.  The faculty questions will be 
geared more toward curriculum and pedagogy.  Frances has reached out to Undergraduate 
Program Directors.  There will be two groups – teaching faculty and Undergraduate Program 
Directors.  Discussion concerning size of focus groups.  Chuck, Alice and Jenny will assist with 
the faculty discussion groups. 

Lauren advised they will utilize Spartan Connect to access students to participate in these 
discussion groups.  The goal is to invite students at different levels.  There are over 200 student 
groups.    We will also need to consider students not part of a student group/organization.  
Questions for student groups are posted in Canvas, they were designed to be very broad to get 
a sense of what they know about our General Education Program.  At one time there was a 
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first year course (UNS).  We could use the CST 105 classes to survey students and ask 
departments to survey students in a capstone course. 

Discussion concerning the value of general education and student financial concerns. 

Our next meeting is October 12.  The Faculty Senate Forum will be set up with round tables. 
We will begin the meeting with a short introduction, Chuck will develop introductory 
comments and will share with the group for feedback.  The round tables will each have a 
question and flip chart paper to scribe their discussion.  Possible questions for the tables are 
posted in Canvas.  We will finalize these questions at the Oct. 12 meeting.  Schedule for the 
Forum: 15-minute opening, 30 minutes for break-out, leaving an hour or more for large group 
discussion. 

Chuck will draft an article for Campus Weekly. The next Faculty Senate meeting is October 4, 
an update on the General Education Task Force is on the agenda, everyone is invited to attend. 

Chuck will schedule a meeting with the General Education Council, possible October 13.  
Suggestion made to have Task Force members ask their Department Head to speak at a 
departmental meeting, a small discussion group.  Gen Ed Council could do this as well. 

Discussion threads will be organized using modules in Canvas. 

Chuck posted a link to the Buffalo General Education Program in Canvas and will reach out to 
them if the group is interested in finding out more. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 A.M.  
Next meeting will be Thursday, October 12, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. in 2711 MHRA. 
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